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Print Resources
The following titles can be found in the media center's reference section.

The Nystrom World Atlas — This atlas includes thematic maps, outline maps and reference maps. There are also graphs of climate, quality of life, population, cultural and physical features.  Also in this atlas are photo tours of different people, places and things.  

World Book Encyclopedia— More than 27,500 rich-photographs and illustrations combined with comprehensive, highly readable text. The articles are written in a clear, direct style, starting with relatively basic information, advancing in depth as they progress..

The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2004— Presents thousands of facts and statistics about a wide variety of subjects, such as economy and business, personalities and entertainment, world nations, U.S. cities and states, history, population, sports, and science, and includes consumer information, a review of 2003, and a color section of world maps and flags.

Scholastic Children's Dictionary —It has a very easy to understand pronunciation guide for each word, along with sample sentences, word histories, cross references, synonym boxes, illustrations, photos, and language notes.

Scholastic Student Thesaurus — Each page offers cross-references for more difficult words. Each entry features the term, part of speech, definition, and synonyms. Easy-to-use title for students in grades six through 12 who have been frustrated by the usual thesaurus.

Scholastic Rhyming Dictionary — This dictionary is very easy-to-use. The rhyming dictionary is for kids and is printed with a large typeface and has a good selection of words.

Merriam-Webster's Geographical Dictionary — More than 47,000 entries and 218 maps provide information on the world's continents, countries, regions, cities, and natural features.

Digital and Online Resources

Carroll County Public Schools OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog)— Professional online resources linking you to the best information on hundreds of topics. The library pays the fee for these resources so you don't have to. All you need is your library card number and you can log in at school or from home.
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Subscription Databases

Grolier — It includes seven encyclopedia databases: Encyclopedia America, Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, The New Book of Knowledge, La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre, America the Beautiful, Lands and Peoples, and The New Book of Popular Science.
Kid Search — Animals, History, Geography, Math, Science, Sports, Language Arts, In the News, and Health.  

Science Resource Center — Thousands of topic overviews, experiments, biographies, pictures and illustrations are just a few clicks away and the latest scientific developments are covered in articles from over 200 magazines and academic journals and links to quality web sites.
Seachasaurus — This is an exciting and easy way for young researchers to experience online searching. It is an animated interface with a dinosaur theme that encourages students to enhance and develop basic search methodologies.

Kid Safe Search Engines

Yahooligans!- http://www.yahooligans.com/

KidsClick- http://www.kidsclick.org/

KidsKonnect.Com- http://www.kidskonnect.com/

CyberSleuth Kids- http://cybersleuth-kids.com/

Magazines

Carroll County Times—A local newspaper with lots of information about the community. Synergy section recommended for students in grades 4 and 5.
Time for Kids— Issues cover a wide range of real-world topics you love to learn about.
Ask— A magazine of science, history, and more covering everything from dinosaurs to cathedrals, from distant stars to microbes.
National Geographic World— Magazine for Kids features games, stories, jokes, and ideas for science projects, crafts, and more.

Highlights High Five— A mix of read-aloud stories, puzzles and activities.
Highlights For Children—Puzzles, science projects, jokes and riddles.
Discovery Girls— A magazine for 4th and 5th grade girls about middle school challenges, inspiring stories about exceptional teens, sports, contests, quizzes, "embarrassing moments", fashion and more!
Ranger picks— Each issue is packed with amazing facts, stunning photos and outdoor adventures.
Muse— Muse features articles on space, genetics, lasers, rain forests, computers, physics, math, visual arts, earth sciences, and almost everything else in the universe.
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A Step-By-Step Guide to Successful Research

Planning for research

Research can be a daunting and scary task. You receive your research assignment, walk into the library, look at all the resources available and become overwhelmed!

This guide will help show you how to narrow your ideas, use the materials available and how to record your findings so that you can then turn it into a research project. 

Before you begin your research, you need to figure out what it is that you need to research. What is your topic? What do you already know about your topic? What is it that you want to learn about your topic?  

It’s best to start off by creating a list or filling in an organizer with information you already know and what you want to learn.

Here are the basic steps you should follow:  

1. Define your problem or question 

2. Decide what sources of information you can use (make a list) 

3. Locate your sources 

4. Start reading, printing, taking notes 

5. Organize all the data you have and write your paper or complete your assignment 

6. Evaluate how well you did. What could you do differently next time?

How can you decide which information tool is best for your project?  

You have lots of choices: books, magazines, newspapers or the Internet. There is no right or wrong choice of information tools, but depending on what you're researching, one tool may be more effective than another. 

Books 
I should use a book if I want: 

· in-depth coverage on a particular topic

· information written by specialists

Encyclopedias 
I should use an encyclopedia if I want: 

· a general overview of my topic for background information 

· specific factual questions 

· information written by specialists

Magazines 
I should use a magazine if I want: 

· information on popular topics  

· information on current events 

· articles written by professional journalists

· local information 

· current information 

 

Internet 
I should use the Internet if I want:  

· information that is really hard to find anywhere else 

· the latest information on my topic 

· opinions from different people

Getting Organized
First you need to develop a research question: What should I look up?

Get yourself some sort of organizer, weather it’s just a simple list, a fact finder worksheet or even a KWL chart!

Next think about what you already know about this topic. Are there specific questions you would like to find the answers to?

Beginning Research
I would suggest that first you need some general information. You can start by using encyclopedias, and dictionaries before going online. 

Now that you have some more specific information, you are ready to go on to Subscription databases. Generate a list of some subtopics and keywords to help refine your search.

I would also suggest that you check the subscription databases for a list of magazine articles available. The library has a wonderful collection of nonfiction magazines.

Evaluating Internet resources
As long as you choose print resources that are appropriate for your topic, you can be sure that information gathered, as long as it is up-to-date, is very accurate. The internet however, makes things a little trickier! Anyone can create a web page, so you need to make sure to evaluate the pages accurately!
	Look at the URL:

	Is it a personal page?
	􀂆 Does it contain a personal name (like jsmith) following a: ~, %, or “users” “members” or “people”

	What domain did it come from?
	􀂆 educational (.edu)

􀂆 nonprofit (.org)

􀂆 commercial (.com)

􀂆 government (.gov, .mil, .us)

	Scan around the edges of the page to find the following answers:

	Who wrote the page?
	􀂆 author name

􀂆 organization name

􀂆 e-mail only

􀂆 the publisher

	When is the page dated?
	􀂆 Is there a date provided?

􀂆 Is it current enough?

	Is the source creditable?
	􀂆 Yes 􀂆 No 

Why?


Note taking
While you are researching, you need a method for keeping track of your information. Using a graphic organizer, continuing your KWL chart or even making a list are great ways for keeping notes. 

As you record your notes, keep track of the sources you use and where you got what information from. This could include book titles, page numbers, authors, and web addresses. This will help you at the end give credit to those sources used!
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Prewriting

Now you are ready to start your outline which will help guide your rough draft. I like to look at my notes and find main topics to use as headings. 

1. Main Topic 1

2. Main Topic 2

3. Main Topic 3

Now that you have your topics, go through and list information that falls under that specific topic. This will be what you use to construct your body paragraphs!

1. Main Topic 1

a. Fact 1

b. Fact 2

2. Main Topic 2

a. Fact 1

b. Fact 2

3. Main Topic 3

a. Fact 1

b. Fact 2

Copyright

Everybody knows that it is against the law to steal; did you know it is also against the law to steal ideas? When you copy what someone else wrote, word-for-word, and don’t give them credit, that is called plagiarism. A copyright is provided on materials that give people permission to use parts of another persons ideas, but you cannot take credit for them as your own.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is when you copy someone’s words or ideas without seeking permission or giving credit to the source. According to Plagiarism.org the following is considered to be plagiarism:

· turning in someone else's work as your own

· copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

· failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

· giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

· changing some words but copying the same sentence of a source without giving credit

· copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not.
Citing sources

Any research paper or project should contain a bibliography page. A bibliography page lists all the resources you used to gather information about your topic.

For a book:

Author Last name, First name. Title of Book. Edition. Publishing City: Publishing Company, Publishing Year.

For a magazine:

Author's last name, Author's first name. "Article Title." Publication Title Publishing Date: Page Numbers.

For a web site:

Author's Last Name, Author's First Name. "Page Title." Site Title. Publishing or last revision date. Organization. Date Accessed <URL Address>.
Check out http://www.citationmachine.net/ for more information.
Final drafts and Presentations
You’ve done the research, you made an outline, wrote your rough draft, have been through the editing phase, and now you see the light at the end of the tunnel, you’re almost there! 

Publishing a good copy:

Depending on if you are allowed you use pen or not, most teachers like final copies to be written in blue or black pen, or to be typed on the computer.


· Write your name and date on the top right hand corner.

· Center the title on the top line then skip a space.
· You should indent the first line of each paragraph. (Or write margin to margin and skip a space between paragraphs.)

· Write on only one side of the paper

· Keep it neat! Don’t scratch words out.

· Number the pages

Presentation Ideas:

Here is a list of different ways you can present your research paper to the class. Remember, you want to come up with something that will be fun and interesting for the class to look at/ listen to!

· Brochure

· Bulletin board

· Diagram

· Exhibition

· Movie

· PowerPoint

· Poster

· Oral Report

· Web Page
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