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SLM 504

Printz Winners
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. 1st. New York: Penguin Group, 1999.

Appropriate Ages: 14-16

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Melinda is starting high school with no friends, no self-esteem, and no voice. Melinda goes through her first year of high school feeling more like an outsider then ever. As she comes to terms with what happened to her, Melinda is able to stand up to her attacker and find her voice.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- speaking up, alcohol use, lying, cutting school, rape.

· This book appeals to young adults because as Melinda narrates the story, you can relate to her because her emotions are so real. Young adults often feel alone, and that no one understands them. At the end of the novel, when Melinda writes the message on the bathroom wall, she is heard for the first time and sees that she might not be alone.

· This book could be used in a freshman seminar class. The transition from middle to high school is a difficult one. Young adults might find themselves in the same situation as Melinda at the party and it’s important for young adults to know that rape is never their fault and they need to speak up.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness  

· Controversial aspects include underage drinking.

· Genre criteria- It’s a contemporary story and Melinda is easy to relate to.

· Positive aspects- the book does have a hopeful ending.

Going, K.L. Fat Kid Rules the World. 1st. New York: Putnam, 2003.
Appropriate Ages: 15-18
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Summary: Seventeen year old Troy is overweight and depressed. He ends up befriending a homeless punk-rock kid named Curt. Together they form a bank and Troy starts to develop the self confidence he has been missing. 
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- suicide, weight issues, smoking, drinking, drug abuse, homelessness, abuse.

· Some controversies include skipping school, profanity, some graphic/violent images, abuse of prescription drugs, smoking joints and underage drinking.

· This book appeals to young adults who enjoy the punk/rock scene and people who just don’t fit in at all.
· This book could be used to show young adults the seriousness of abusing prescription drugs or any drugs for that matter. 
· Style of the author is stream of consciousness
· Genre criteria- Troy is a very convincing as a real 17-year old boy and I think that a lot of kids who feel different because they enjoy punk music will relate.
· Positive aspects- This is a very realistic depiction of two very lost souls and how they deal with troubles in their life, either with food or drugs. I do like how the book came full circle with Curt saving Troy then Troy saved Curt.
· Negative aspects- I can see how young adults will really relate to the alienation but I really had a hard time getting into this book. Troy grossed me out with his disrespectful sexual thoughts of girls and thoughts of graphic suicide.
Zusak, Markus. I Am the Messenger. 1st. New York: Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2005.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: Mystery

Summary: Ed Kennedy admits that he is a nobody going nowhere. He receives an anonymous playing card with addresses on it. These cards continue to come and Ed visits these strangers in order to make their lives better. In doing so, Ed realizes that he is capable of much more then he first believed.  

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- volunteering, alcohol use, and lying.

· Some controversies include violence with guns and rape.

· This book appeals to young adults because it is starts with a lot of action and remains fast paced throughout.

· This book could be used to show young adults that by helping and doing good for others it gives them a purpose in life.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.  

· Genre criteria- There is a puzzle that the main character needs to solve.

· Positive aspects- It has a wonderful message that each person does deserve to be happy and loved.

· Negative aspects- The book should have ended during the chapter titled ‘The End’ and skipped right to Audrey and Ed on his porch. It seemed cheap for the bank robber to be sending the cards, I would have rather not found out who was sending them. 

Ten Top Ten

Kantor, Melissa. If I Have a Wicked Stepmother, Where's My Prince? 1st. New York: Hyperion, 2005.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: General Fiction

Summary: Lucy casts herself as a modern day Cinderella. She is forced to live with her wicked stepmother and two evil stepsisters while her father is in California for business. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- stepfamilies and underage drinking.

· Some controversies include sneaking out of the house. At one point, Lucy’s two 7th grade stepsisters secretly go to a party with references to tweens drinking and smoking. 

· This book appeals to young adults for a few reasons. The first is because it’s about a girl who is adjusting to a new family after her father remarries. She feels like no one in her family understands her or what she is going through. It also shows a girl who is in the lowest social clique ending up part of the “popular” social clique without jeopardizing who she is. Every high school students dream.  

· This book could be used to show young adults that boyfriends and friends come and go, but family will always be beside you and support you, even when you feel like they don’t. 

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- The events in Lucy’s life of could happen in the real word.

· Positive aspects- This book is a very realistic depiction of how a teen would feel after becoming part of a blended family.

· Negative aspects- The book is very predictable and, although I LOVED this story, I can see how others would find the Cinderella aspects thrown in as cheesy.

VOYA Perfect 10

Barry, Dave. Peter and the Shadow Thieves. 1st. New York: Disney Editions/Hyperion Books for Children, 2006.

Appropriate Ages: 12-14

Genre: Fantasy

Summary: This prequel to Peter Pan tells the tale of the shadow thieves. Taking place mostly in London, Peter is in search of his old friend Molly to help protect the startstuff from Lord Ombra.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- Growing up and how this book relates to J.M. Barry’s original story. 

· Some controversies include breaking out of jail, stealing, fighting and pirates drinking.

· This book appeals to young adults because although it’s 556 pages, it has short chapters and it’s very fast paced. 

· This book could be used to show young adults how decisions not only affect your life, but the lives of those closest to you.

· Style of the author is to write with an omniscient point of view of both good and evil characters.

· Genre criteria- There are magical elements and beings such as starstuff, fairies and a shadow thieve. The hero of the story possesses the special power to fly and never grow up.

· Positive aspects- It is defiantly a page turner filled with lots of action. I like how Molly is portrayed as an intelligent, strong character with heroic qualities too. I also like how Peter was a very well developed character. He wasn’t confident and cocky throughout the book.

Negative aspects- The length! There are a lot of subplots and characters to keep track of. I found myself confusing the individual storylines of all the pirates.
Margaret A. Edwards Winners (2/6)
Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. ED. New York: Puffin, 1967.

Appropriate Ages: 16-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: The Outsiders centers on a group of teenage boys from lower economic families with limited to no parental involvement. These boys are left to survive on their own. They often get in rumbles with the upper class teen boys called the Socs.  

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- death, gangs, fighting and economic status

· Some controversies include the 14 year old Ponyboy smoking, underage drinking, gang fights and lying to the cops.

· This book appeals to young adults because it focuses on a group of boys who are complete outsiders. The only people who really understand Pony are is closest friends.

· This book could be used to show young adults what tragedies can happen when people jump to judge without taking the time to understand each other. 

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- Although the story has a ‘West Side Story’ feel to it, the characters could be real people living during that time.

· Positive aspects- Although there is a lot of violence, the book shows the terrible consequences that can occur. Teens often feel like things won’t happen to them, but this book shows that things can hit real close to home.

· Negative aspects- There are a lot of slang terms and dialect which dates the book.

Lowry, Lois. The Giver. ED. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.

Appropriate Ages: 12-15

Genre: Science Fiction

Summary: Jonas is chosen to be the Receiver of Memories in his futuristic community. He receives memories of the distant past from the Giver and discovers the disturbing truth about his seemingly perfect community.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- beginnings of puberty, questionings government and authority, treatment of the very young and elderly by society.

· Some controversies include killing babies.

· This book appeals to young adults because Jonas feels like he becomes an outsider in his community as he begins to see the flaws of his parents and government. 

· This book could be used to show young adults the negative consequences of medication and scientifically controlling everything.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- This book takes place very far into the future, however, a date is never given.

· Positive aspects- It’s a quick and easy read. It teaches young adults to question the system and not to be a blind follower.

· Negative aspects- It has an open ending that is left for interpretation. 
Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars. 1st. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co, 1989.

Appropriate Ages: 10-12

Genre: Historical Fiction

Summary: Set during the Holocaust, Annemarie’s family takes in her Jewish best friend, Ellen, who poses as the Johansens’ other daughter who died earlier to avoid going to a concentration camp. With the help of her family, the Johansens’ risk their life to help sneak the Jewish people out of Denmark. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- The Holocaust, WWII, anti-Semitism.
· Some controversies include the family living in fear of Nazis. Anti-Semitic comments and actions by Nazis. 

· This book appeals to young adults because Annemarie and her family are just regular people who find the courage to do great things to help other people. 

· This book could be used to show young adults that doing what’s right isn’t always the easiest choice.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- This book captures the social conditions during WWII in Denmark.

· Positive aspects- The book is full of suspense, there is not a moment where you don’t think these characters are in danger.

· Negative aspects- I think this is a smart and moving book. I cried at the end. I have no negative comments!
Blume, Judy. Forever. ED. Scarsdale: Bradbury Press, 1975.

Appropriate Ages: 15-17
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Summary: Katherine and Michael are in love. After meeting at a party, they are inseparable. As their relationship progresses they become sexually active. Katherine learns valuable life lessons about a sexually active/adult relationship.
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- sex, birth control, teen pregnancy, healthy relationships, sexual orientation.
· Some controversies include sex without feeling, sex before marriage, suicide, smoking pot, underage drinking, 
· This book appeals to young adults because Judy Blume tells it how it is! She doesn’t preach abstinence, or having sex too early on.
· This book could be used to show young adults that there is no need to rush your first time because once you cross that line everything changes. 
· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.
· Genre criteria- Katherine could be any young girl struggling with the conflict to have sex or to wait. Their relationship is a very realistic depiction of early teenage romance. 
· Positive aspects- This book was so important to me growing up. I really believe this book makes young adults think about sex. I believe most people can relate to first loves and how you feel so Katherine is a very real character. I think it’s so important to end with these two breaking up. It reminds the reader that sex complicates things; you need to think of how the relationship will end. This book is the reason why I graduated high school and college still a virgin! I was  I also think this book does a good job showing a very unhealthy relationship among teens. 
· Negative aspects- The detailed descriptions of their sexual experiences weren’t really necessary. 
L'Engle, Madeleine. A Ring of Endless Light. ED. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1980.

Appropriate Ages: 14-16

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Vicki Austin and her family movies to Seven Bay Island to help care for her dying grandfather. Vicki learns that she has a special ability to communicate with dolphins, who end up becoming a great source of comfort as Vicki learns lessons about mortality. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- death, studies in animal communications

· Some controversies include speeding, and mild references to Vicki’s younger sister Suzy possibly being sexually active.

· This book appeals to young adults because it has a very strong message about dealing with death at a young age. It is also a love story, between Vicki and Adam and the love Vicki feels for the dolphins. 

· This book could be used to show young adults how to properly deal with grief and fear of death. Vicki, Leo and grandfather are good examples, whereas Zachary endangers himself and others and Adam shuts off his heart to loving/trusting another person. 

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- The book deals with universal topics that teens and adults still face.

· Positive aspects- This book took me back to my grandfather’s death and I could really relate to Vicki. Even if you are not religious you can appreciate how life after death is addressed.

· Negative aspects- I thought three love interests for Vicki were a bit much. 
Duncan, Lois. Killing Mr. Griffin. New York: Dell, 1990.
Appropriate Ages: 16-18
Genre: Mystery/Thriller
Summary: Five students decide to teach their English teacher a lesson because they think he is too unfair. What started out as something to just give him a little scare turns into murder. 
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- peer pressure, consequences of your actions, effects of lying.
· Some controversies include killing a teacher and David’s grandmother, students drinking and smoking pot, setting fire to a house.
· This book appeals to young adults because all teens can relate to doing things they don’t really want to do because of peer pressure. 
· This book could be used to show young adults that you really need to think about your actions because they do have consequences. It also shows young adults that lying just gets you into more and more trouble.
· Style of the author is 1st person point of view.
· Genre criteria- There is a lot of suspense built up as you wait to see what happens next to these young adults and you await to see how the mystery unfolds to the cops.
· Positive aspects- This book does a good job at showing how one mistake can mess up your whole life.
· Negative aspects- I would only recommend this to young adults who had a good head on their shoulders. Even though it’s obvious throughout the book that what they did was wrong, I feel this book has themes that are quite mature to handle for some teens.
Kerr, M. E, Your eyes in stars. 1st. New York: HarperCollins, 2005.

Appropriate Ages: 12-14

Genre: Historical Fiction

Summary: Set in America prior to WWII, Jessie and her new neighbor Elisa, who just moved from Germany, quickly become friends. Living in a town next to a penitentiary gives the girls much to gossip about, but sometimes it’s difficult to see what’s really going on right under your nose.  

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- discrimination against Jewish people, the depression, the rise and political control of Hitler.

· Some controversies include Jessie’s mom not wanting Jews to move into the neighborhood because she thinks they will bring down the property value. Jessie and Elisa have a strange fascination with criminals and murderers, almost idolizing them.

· This book appeals to young adults because it’s a coming of age story about two friends torn apart by class and separate political views.

· This book could be used to show young adults the effects Hitler had on the people of Germany. How he was able to brainwash so many into thinking he was right, even those who did not agree with him from the start. 

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.
· Genre criteria- The story is fictional, but it captures the social conditions of America in the 1930’s with accurate depictions of relationships between Americans, Germans and Jews. 

· Positive aspects- It is a short book and written with language that is easy to understand. 

Negative aspects- The ending seemed very rushed. 
Alex Winner
Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner. 1st. New York: Riverhead Books, 2003.
Appropriate Ages: 18 and up
Genre: Multicultural Fiction
Summary: This book follows the life of Amir, a young and wealthy Afghani boy. He witnesses a terrible crime, but does not speak up to defend his best friend. Amir and his father escape to America to avoid the increasing violence in Afghanistan, however, Amir learns that no matter how far from home you go, you’re past is never far away.
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- death of a parent, guilt/secrets, devastations of war and abusive political power
· Some controversies include a disturbing rape scene between two boys, a lot of violence including a man killing himself, violent fight scenes, and attempts as suicide. 
· This book appeals to young adults because it tells about something horrific that is happening now in our world in the wake of September 11th. 
· This book could be used to show young adults a snapshot of life in Afghanistan under rule of the Taliban. 
· Style of the author is first person with one chapter switching narrators.
· Genre criteria- This book promotes an understanding through another culture and shows the point of view of a young Afghani man.
· Positive aspects- This is a very engaging story! I loved this book. I heard a lot of things prior to reading this book and it exceeded my expectations! I love books that come full circle like this one did!
· Negative aspects- The names and places were hard to read and keep track of. It was hard to remember who was who when I couldn’t remember their names.
YALSA Quick Pick
Meyer, Stephenie. New Moon. 1st. New York: Little, Brown and Co., 2006.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: Supernatural

Summary: Devastated doesn’t even begin to describe Bella’s state after Edward leaves her in hopes she can pursue a life as a normal human. Edward may be gone, but Bella’s life is not vampire free.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- depression, dangerous and reckless behavior.

· Some controversies include Bella wanting to die because her boyfriend left her. Bella’s continued obsession with wanting to become a vampire. 

· This book appeals to young adults because breaking up is an unfortunate part of finding first love. Bella still struggles with her relationship with her father. Bella becomes torn between two guys who are sworn enemies for eternity.

· This book could be used to show young adults that your actions have consequences for not only yourself, but everyone connected to you.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- Edward and his family are vampires. The mate of James, who Edward killed in the first book, returns seeking to kill Edward’s mate, Bella. Jacob and his friends are werewolves, sworn to protect the land from vampires. 

· Positive aspects- I like how Stephanie Meyer handed the love triangle, she didn’t make Jacob the bad guy. You actually feel sorry for Jacob when Edward returns, even though you’ve wanted him to come back for Bella the whole time.  

· Negative aspects- Bella only starts to live again after she starts spending more time with Jacob. That gives teens a negative message that you need someone else to make you happy.
Target of Censors
Von Ziegesar, Cecila. I Like It Like That: A Gossip Girl Novel. 1st. New York: Little Brown and Company, 2004.

Appropriate Ages: 17-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: This book describes the crazy, mixed up lives of superficial characters, Blair, Serena, Nate, Jenny, Vanessa, Georgie, Dan and the others during their scandalous spring break full of sex, marijuana and alcohol. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- obsession with materialism, what should really be valued instead of having the new blue Jimmy Choo shoes! The role of the reader, who in a weird way is part of the gossip surrounding these characters.

· This book appeals to young adults because it shows the imperfect/glamorized lives of the wealthy. 
· This book could be used in guidance or health classes.

· Style of the author is to write with an omniscient point of view.

· Controversial aspects include gossiping, backstabbing, eating disorders, underage drinking, and young teens having casual sex, and smoking pot… all of which is glamorized.

· Genre criteria- It’s very contemporary and some of the concerns about sex/virginity and college are universal.

· Positive aspects- I didn’t see this book as anything but a guilty pleasure for teens who have their head on straight.

· Negative aspects- I really did not like this book. I did not feel like I related to the characters. I thought it was very stereotypical and promoted catty behavior between girls. The book is considered Sex and the City for teens, however, on that show, the women all supported each other and felt empowered by their interactions with other women, and this book highlighted backstabbing between girls. I never felt the connection between the girls. That could have made this book so much better!
Supernatural/Horror
Meyer, Stephenie. Twilight. 1st. New York: Little, Brown and Co., 2005.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: Supernatural

Summary: Bella’s mom has remarried and Bella heads to Forks to live with her father. She meets a dark, mysterious, and very handsome student named Edward. Bella quickly falls in love with him despite the fact that he and his family are vampires.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- moving to a new school, not fitting in and obsessive love.
· Some controversies include Bella taking cold medication just to help her sleep, deceiving her father and the constant references to suicide.  
· This book appeals to young adults because even if you are not a vampire, everyone carries secrets that they are scared to expose. Also, the vampires are not described as monsters, they are just misunderstood based on rumors.  
· This book could be used to show young adults that you deserve to find someone who will love you for who/what you really are.
· Style of the author is stream of consciousness
· Genre criteria- There are 100-year old vampires who have special powers of speed, and the ability to read minds and see the future.
· Positive aspects- This was a very sensual book, the connection and heat was described in such a romantic manner! I am a hopeless romantic who never gets tired of star-crossed lover stories! This is one of my new favorite love stores now!

· Negative aspects- Bella and Edward have a very needy, obsessive and unhealthy relationship! However, it’s fun to read about two people who just can’t live without the other.
Meyer, Stephenie. Eclipse. 1st. New York: Little, Brown and Co., 2007.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: Supernatural

Summary: Things never seem to settle down for Bella. Just as she is settling back into her old life now that Edward is back, Bella finds herself torn between her friendship with Jacob and the love for her boyfriend. As both guys start to compromise on their hatred towards each other, their community is being turned upside down by mysterious murders.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- unhealthy relationships.

· Some controversies include Bella wanting to give up her life to become a vampire with Edward. 

· This book appeals to young adults because Bella still struggles with her relationship with her father and she is torn between two guys.

· This book could be used to show young adults that you shouldn’t judge others before you actually get to know them.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness.

· Genre criteria- Edward and his family are vampires. Jacob and his friends are werewolves, sworn to protect the land from vampires. 

· Positive aspects- There is a lot more action in this book then the previous two. 

· Negative aspects- Bella doesn’t have one healthy relationship with a guy in this whole series!

Klause, Annette Curtis. The Silver Kiss. 1st. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1990.
Appropriate Ages: 14-16

Genre: Supernatural

Summary: Zoe has never felt more alone. Her mother is dying of cancer, her father is grieving and doesn’t seem to know she exists, and her best friend is moving away. Zoe meets a mysterious man named Simon, who happens to be a vampire. She quickly falls in love with him because he seems to understand her better then anyone.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- life after death, a dying parent, father/daughter relations, a best friend moving away.

· Some controversies include a child who murders women. The deaths described are quite disturbing, especially since it’s a child doing the killing.  

· This book appeals to young adults because Zoe feels like an outsider, alone and like no one understands her.

· This book could be used to show young adults that everyone has fears about death, but you’re not alone. It helps to know that others think and feel the same fears as you.
· Style of the author 3rd person, limited omniscient point of view of Zoe and Simon.
· Genre criteria- There is a 100 year old demon child who stalks and kills women. Simon is a vampire who is seeking revenge against the child who killed his mother.
· Positive aspects- This is so much more then a vampire story, it’s a story about family, death and love. I cried at the end!

· Negative aspects- I would have liked more development between the Zoe and Simon. Their love seemed rushed.
Klause, Annette Curtis. Blood and Chocolate. 1st. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1997.

Appropriate Ages: 15-18

Genre: Supernatural/Horror

Summary: Vivian and her family belong to a pack of werewolves who keep to themselves out of fear of being killed. Vivian reads a poem in a school magazine about a werewolf and he becomes very interested in the author, Aiden. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- acceptance of others. 

· Some controversies include werewolf attacks, human body parts, blood, and lots of sexual content.

· This book appeals to young adults because everyone has secrets and fear that the ones they love will not love them once they get to know who they really are. 

· This book could be used to show young adults that you don’t turn your back on those you care about, and the people who really do love you will accept you for who you are. It also reminds young adults how everyone feels when they go through a break up.  

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness. 

· Genre criteria- there are werewolves, a mystery, danger and murders. 

· Positive aspects- This book is not predictable and keeps the reader entertained. Vivian is shallow, yet her emotions are easy to relate to.

· Negative aspects- I wish it would have ended different, but I suppose this is a more ‘realistic’ ending. Not everyone you love will love you back. 

Poetry

Nelson, Marilyn. Carver A Life in Poems. 1st. Asheville: Front Street, 2001.

Appropriate Ages: 12-14
Genre: Multicultural Poetry
Summary: George Washington Carver's life story is told through a series of poems including his contributions he made to the field of science.
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- slavery, discrimination, perseverance.

· Some controversies include emphasis on religion. 

· This book appeals to young adults because it shows that hard work and determination can help you overcome whatever background you come from. It also shows the importance of education.

· This book could be used to show young adults contributions he made to agricultural science. It’s a very factual book without feeling like nonfiction.

· Style of the author is narrative poetry.
· Genre criteria- Narrative poetry presents a story or account of events.
· Positive aspects- I like how a running timeline continues throughout the bottom of the pages to explain to the reader what is going on in Carver’s life at the time. This helps people who are not as aware of his life understand events in the poems. Plus, the facts provide a break from the poetry and keep the reader interested in the book. For a nonfiction book, it’s not dry at all.

· Negative aspects- Some of the poems feel too simplistic and therefore don’t feel like poetry, but this is why I recommended it for a younger audience.

Short Stories

Bolden, Tonya. 33 Things Every Girl Should Know. 1st. New York: Crown, 1998.

Appropriate Ages: 14-18

Genre: Short Stories and Poetry

Summary: This book is a collection of poems, short stories and inspiring accounts for women by women to celebrate women. Topics are as broad as self-esteem, your future, to living with life altering diseases.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- living with a disability, overcoming near impossible odds, believing in yourself, the importance of independence. 

· Some controversies include giving into some stereotypes, for example, that girls should take more interest in science and math which are considered ‘guy subjects.’

· This book appeals to young adults because there are articles by famous people such as Vera Wang who accounts her struggles to become one of the top fashion designers. 

· This book could be used to show young adults, especially girls, that they have a lot to feel special about. You don’t need to be popular; you should take fulfillment in being your own person.

· Style of the author is mostly 1st person narrative.

· Genre criteria- The short stories are concise and to the point and the poems evoke emotions and thought!

· Positive aspects- I think this is great for middle and high school girls. The short stories are engaging and thoughtful. The poems rang in all lengths and styles. There is really something in this book for everyone.

· Negative aspects- The cover was not appealing. I think the cover should have something colorful and fun to grab attention of its readers. 
Biography
Dahl, Roald. Going Solo. 1st American ed. New York: Puffin Books, 1986.

Appropriate Ages: 10-12

Genre: Biography

Summary: This autobiography follows Roald Dahl as a pilot during WWII. Dahl takes his readers along for his adventures in Africa, Egypt, Greece and England fighting German pilots. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- WWII, how unprepared the allies were to fight.

· Some controversies include a lion attack on a woman and a snake eating a dog.

· This book appeals to young adults because Dahl does not describe himself as a hero; he is a young guy who wants to fly planes during the war. He escapes many close encounters which creates a lot of suspense for the reader. It also starts off with a lot of action.

· This book could be used to show young adults that it’s okay to be scared or nervous; you just need to do the best with what you are given at that moment in time. It also teaches young adults to stand up for what they believe it right.

· Style of the author is first person narrative.

· Genre criteria- This WWII adventure is an account of a part of Roald Dahl’s life and portrays his actual experience during those events.

· Positive aspects- It is a very interesting read. Dahl writes his accounts as if it’s a story to be told. There are many pictures and copies of telegrams, letters and bulletins from his time in his life.

· Negative aspects- I had to wonder how much he embellished his story because some parts seemed a little far fetched, however, if they are true, then he is one very lucky person!

Adventure

Sachar, Louis. Holes. 1st. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.

Appropriate Ages: 12-14

Genre: Adventure

Summary: There are three stories interwoven into one book, but all three come together in a smart and entertaining way. Stanley has no good rotten luck! He is accused of stealing a pair of shoes and sent to Camp Green Lake to dig holes. While at camp, Stanley and his friend Zero slowly uncover the mystery of this old dried up lake.

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- Racism, child abuse by authorities.

· Some controversies include a woman seeking revenge by becoming a murderer and stealing money. 

· This book appeals to young adults because Stanley is not the skinniest, most intelligent guy. He is an average boy who has a lot of bad luck.

· This book could be used to show young adults no matter how bad things got, Stanley never became bitter. He even found the courage to return to camp even though he knows if he is caught he would be in serious trouble. At the end of the book, all is set right and Stanley is ‘rewarded’ for all this hardships.

· Style of the author is stream of consciousness and in some parts, 3rd person narrative.

· Genre criteria- The event in this story are often dangerous and there are uncertain experiences that Stanley and Zero are placed in.

· Positive aspects- I think this book would appeal to both sexes, but especially boys. This would be a great book to get boys interested into reading.

· Negative aspects- Blaming others for bad things that happen to you.

Sibert Winners

Freedman, Russell. The voice that challenged a nation : Marian Anderson and the struggle for equal rights. ED. New York: Clarion Books, Clarion Books, 2004.
Appropriate Ages: 9-12
Genre: Nonfiction Multicultural

Summary: Marian Anderson is a very talented singer. This book follows her life of struggles and racism as she travels between America and Europe to make her dream of becoming a professional singer a reality.
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- racism, segregation and political activism.
· I couldn’t think of any controversies regarding this book.  

· This book appeals to young adults because the language and writing is easy to read and follow. There are many good black and white photos that help document her life and struggle. There are also newspaper copies and documents as visual aids.
· This book could be used to show young adults a woman’s struggle and determination to make her dream come true while inspiring 75,000 people with her concert at the Lincoln Memorial.
· Style of the author is 3rd person narration.
· Genre criteria- Chapters give a snapshot into the life of Marian Anderson and the views of people regarding race and segregation during this time in America.
· Positive aspects- This would be wonderful to use in a classroom. You can use just one chapter at a time as a read aloud. This could also be used with reluctant readers.
· Negative aspects- Some young adults might pass over this book thinking it’s for children or too simplistic. 
Sís, Peter. The wall: growing up behind the Iron Curtain. 1st. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.
Appropriate Ages: 9-12
Genre: Multicultural Autobiography
Summary: Peter Sis uses a comic book like approach to describe his love of drawling and music, both of which were restricted while growing up under communist rule.
Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- the cold war, communism, and affects of a government that is too strict on its people.
· Some controversies include the lack of narration. A lot of responsibility is placed on the reader to dive deeper into the story to really grasp his story.
· This book appeals to young adults because they will be able to relate to the desire to rebel against the authority. 
· This book could be used to show young adults the importance of a democratic government. 
· Style of the author is 3rd person narration. The Journals are written in 1st person.
· Genre criteria- Peter Sis gives the reader a snapshot of what it was like to grow up under rule of the Communist party.
· Positive aspects- This would really interest reluctant readers! Every time you look at the pictures you find something new. Young adults would love to find all the symbolism in the art that is just as important in telling the story as is the text.
· Negative aspects- Although there is not a lot of text per page, it is not a quick read because there is so much to pay attention to on the page.
Graphic Novels (2)

Spiegelman, Art. Maus : a survivor's tale II: and here my troubles began. New York : Pantheon Books, 1991. 
Appropriate Ages: 17 and up 
Genre: Graphic Novel 
Summary: This graphic novel, which is laid out with comic strips, tells the story of Spiegelman’s father, Vladek, a Polish Jew who survived the concentration camps of Nazi Germany. He uses anthropomorphic animals to tell his story. Jews are mice, Poles are pigs, Germans are cats, Americans are dogs and the French are frogs. 
Reaction/Evaluation: 

· Topics for discussion- the holocaust and some of the ways the Jew’s were able to survive by trading.  

· Controversies include the graphics. Although the pictures are black and white and characters are animals, they do have exposed genitalia in some scenes. There are pictures of people dead, starving and being burned alive. There are also implied pictures of people being hung. 

· This book appeals to young adults because it’s a graphic novel about a very serious topic. It is a quick read and catches your attention from the beginning.

· Genre criteria- This 144 page graphic novel is made up of a series of comic strips. It is also broken into chapters so it could be read as a whole book or in parts.

· Positive aspects- For a graphic novel, I thought the quality of this was unbelievable! I learned things I never knew before about how Jew’s would trade with each other, the Polish and the Germans to survive. 

· Negative aspects- I think that some teens might bypass this because it looks ‘dummied down’, but it really isn’t. That was my initial thought about graphic novels and that is why I put them off, because I didn’t want to read them. I really did learn something new. I also thought that I would get confused by all the bubbles and that it would be too much work to follow, but before I knew it, I didn’t even notice myself stopping to take in the text and pictures. The black and white images were a turn off at first, it looks boring, but after reading it, I think the black and white fitted the story so well. It kept you in the time of the holocaust because the images gave a depressing feel to the reader.

Yang, Gene Luen. American born Chinese. 1st ed. New York: First Second, 2006.

Appropriate Ages: 13-16

Genre: Graphic Novel

Summary: Three stories are intertwined, the monkey king, Jin Wang and Chin-Kee, to show the journey to self-acceptance. 

Reaction/Evaluation:

· Topics for discussion- ethnic stereotypes, slurs and prejudice.

· Some controversies include violent graphics, implied sexual fantasies and ethnic slurs. 

· This book appeals to young adults because everyone wishes they could change something about them physically. This graphic novel shows that you need to be happy with who you are.

· This book could be used to show young adults the harm in ethnic stereotypes and slurs, and prejudice, even if it’s just meant as a joke. It also shows the importance of self-acceptance.

· Style of the author is comic strips.

· Genre criteria- The over 200 page book is made up of a series of comic strips and is broken into three different stories.

· Positive aspects- I like how the three stories seem so different and unrelated at first really come together at the end with a common theme.

Negative aspects- Although I understand the point of including the storyline of Chin-kee, I really didn’t like reading those parts because I think some students would misinterpret it and think that is how Asian people should be portrayed. If a student just picked up the graphic novel and read it in parts and not as a whole, it could give the wrong message!

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants

Behind the Bedroom Wall

