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Mrs. Jones’ eight-grade history class is writing a research paper on a pre-assigned historical figure. Students will read their paper to the class in order to teach their classmates on their historical person. 
Part 1

Compose a paragraph of at least 300 words which describes how you would change Ms. Jones assignment to reflect higher level thinking. (Hint: You want to look at what the students are doing with the information they gather on their famous person) 
The original lesson was to research a famous person in world history and report the information to the class. This is a great starting point, however, the lesson is not engaging and basically just asks students to look up some facts and rewrite them using their own words. It seems almost meaningless for students in the class because I do not believe they would learn anything by listening to a read report. Mrs. Jones needs to come up with a lesson that would be engaging for the student delivering the information and for the students who would be listening. The point of researching a historical figure is to gain incites into their life, their decisions and the time period that surrounded them. Students have a better chance of learning and retaining formation by doing it. This assignment needs to make history come alive while fostering higher level thinking. 

For this assignment, students could be called on to do a little acting. Students would hold a talk show interview with their historical figure for the class. This would require students to develop questions that could be asked during the talk show, and the student would have to know enough about their figure to answer those questions. Students would be required to use a variety of print and nonprint sources because they would want an array of information to really get to know their person. It would also call on a little creativity and I’m sure that students with a more extroverted personality would really make this project enjoyable for students watching. It could also be an opportunity to pull some of the introverted students out of their shell. This would make students really research their figure and get to know them in a fun and meaningful way. It would also be fun and engaging for students watching the ‘talk show’ instead of listening to a report. 
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After reviewing the document, describe an instructional activity that addresses one of the general standards of the Maryland VSC (you don't have to worry about specific indicators) in which you introduce students to some of the biographical resources you have identified for Ms. Jones research. You can choose to instruct students about features of a print resource, features of an online resource or a combination of both print and electronic. 
Students will choose a historical figure they would like to learn more about. Students will use an array of print and electronic resources to gain as much insight into their person’s life. Students will use this information to act as their figure during a question and answer session in front of the class. This lesson is geared toward students in grades 9-12. The student will use research skills to locate information related to their historical figure and analyze the facts collected to take on an in-depth persona of their figure.
With the suggested sources provided below, students need to investigate into both print and non-print sources. They will be asked to keep a notes page to turn in with the assignment that the teacher or media specialist will review with them before they start. The notes page should list the reference source a bulleted lists of facts underneath. This will help if students run across conflicting information.  

Tools:

Print:

1. Encyclopedia of World Biography
2. Who's Who in America
3. Pennsylvania Magazine of History & Biography Index
4. Dictionary of African Historical Biography
Non-Print:

1. Biography.com- http://www.biography.com/

2. Biographical Dictionary- http://www.s9.com/

3. The Internet Public Library- http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/ref15.00.00/

4. Women’s History Encyclopedia- http://womenshistory.about.com/library/ency/blwh_index.htm

