	
History through Music



How to locate and use Sound Files
Jamie Ridgely

Grades 11 and 12
(SIDE NOTE: I was thinking this lesson could be for students who are working on a PowerPoint presentation in one of their other classes, for example, history. This lesson would be to show them how to add a sound file to the internet to go with their presentation. I assumed that students would already have an existing PowerPoint set up on a historical topic, such as the Viet Nam war.) 

Introduction:
Music plays a huge role in American pop culture. Songs from various decades tell us a lot about the religious, political and social issues. The best example of this is Billy Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire.”
Objectives:

The student will:

· be able to access specific sound & audio resources
· be able to incorporate these resources into a multimedia presentation
· evaluate the sites for locating quality resources.
Information:
For this assignment, you will be searching various internet resources to locate audio files, specifically music files to include in your PowerPoint presentations for your history class. You need to locate music written about the topic you were assigned by your teacher. You will then choose one song to include into your presentation.  
Tools:
Sources to Review-

http://library.music.indiana.edu/music_resources/
http://www.lib.washington.edu/Music/
Sites to search download music-

http://www.altavista.com/audio/default
http://directory.google.com/Top/Arts/Music/Sound_Files/MP3/
Part 1:
You will watch an online presentation with reminders on how to find quality information on the internet. Please click on the Widener University link and watch the video. You will need headphones so that you and your partner can hear the audio.
http://muse.widener.edu/~tltr/How_to_Evaluate_9.htm

Use this time now to explore the sources to review. Go through the subcategories and explore links to other sites for lyrics and song information. 
With so many hits produced, it’s important to narrow your search so that you find the specific song or songs to suit your needs. The sites provided for downloading music, allow a preview before downloading, this will help to make sure you have the song you want. 
Using your searching skills, perform the search for your topic. Once you have selected the song list 4 pieces of evidence as to how this song is relative to your topic.
	Topic Facts
	References in Song

	______________________________
	______________________

	______________________________
	______________________

	______________________________
	______________________

	______________________________
	______________________


Part 2:
Now that you have downloaded the song, you will go into your shared file folder to which it was saved to. I suggest you drag and drop the file to place it on the desktop for easy access.
1. Open your PowerPoint presentation

2. Click just above the slide where you want the music to play. If you want it to play throughout your presentation, then you would create a new slide above your current first slide.

3. Then, go to Insert ( New slide.
4. Right click on this slide, and select “Background.” Then, select the same background color as the following slide.
5. Go to insert ( movies and sound ( sound from file.

6. When the program asks you how you would like the song to play, select Play Automatically if you want the song to start without clicking on the slide. That step depends on what you think works best for your presentation.
7. Now you should see a gold speaker on the slide. 
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8. Right click once on the icon and select Edit sound object. Then select the box next to “Hide sound icon during presentation.” The icon will disappear when you actually play the presentation.

9. To ensure that PowerPoint only stops on this page long enough to start the audio, go to Slide Show ( Slide Transition and under Advance Slide, click on Automatically After. Then select a fraction of a second.
10. To indicate how many slides you would like your sound to play over, go to Slide Show ( Custom Animation. In the Custom Animation window, select the down arrow next to the sound file. Then, select Effect Options. You will see the following window appear.
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In the Stop playing section, select the number of slides you want it to play through. This should NOT, however, be the way you edit your sound. If you edit sound this way, you will not be able to include a fade, and your video will be much larger than necessary.
Be sure to have a few practice runs with your presentation before turning it in to make sure everything still works. 
Evaluation:
Now that you have experience with searching, downloading and uploading sound files reflect on and answer the questions below.

1. How is searching for sound files different from general searching on the web? How is it alike?
2. What keywords or phrasing helped you find what you were looking for and why was it appropriate for your search?

3. What could you have done to make your search better?

