Primary and Secondary Sources
Social Studies: Maryland’s Past
Grade: Forth Grade                                             

Content Topic and Background Information: This would be the first media lesson of a 10-day collaborative unit plan. Students will learn about Maryland’s past by studying the unique and diverse Native American cultures that once lived in this area. During media, students will learn about primary and secondary sources and practice note taking skills to collect new information about Native American cultures. Students will then use this information to create a time capsule artifact from the 1600’s. The time capsule would contain both primary and secondary sources. Students would need to decide, will their source be a primary artifact created by someone who traveled to the New World, or a secondary artifact that was created in England by someone who never traveled to the New World? Weather a primary or secondary source; the artifact would reflect student’s new learning of the time period.
Estimated Lesson Time: 30 minutes 
AASL Standard(s) and Indicator(s): 
Standard 1: Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.

1.1
Skills
1.1.2
Use Prior and background knowledge as contest for new learning.

1.1.4
Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.

1.1.5
Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context.

1.1.6
Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.

1.1.9
Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding.

Library Media Objectives in behavioral terms (local standards): 

Carroll County Outcomes:

6D.1.c Locate and gather data and information from appropriate non-print sources, such as music, artifacts, charts, maps, graphs, photographs, video clips, illustrations, paintings, political cartoons, interviews, and oral histories
Content Standards and Objectives: 

Students will be able to differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 

2.A.1.a – Students will be able to define how culture influences people.
Materials needed (print/non-print/technology): 

· Dear Tooth Fairy by Pamela Duncan
· A bin consisting of a newspaper, autobiography, biography, diary, textbook, and encyclopedia.
· Poster of WHAT questions for the pre-assessment sort

· Chart Paper and Markers

· Worksheet with John White and Theodor de Bry’s paintings. 
· Exit Cards

Provisions for Differentiation and Learning Styles:

Students will be engaged in small collaborative learning groups. The school librarian will walk around to provide individualized modeling an guidance as needed. 
· Visual/Linguistic: Students will be engaged with the storybook of letters to the Tooth Fairy. 

· Logical/ Mathematical: The chart would serve as a graphic organizer to list the differences between the two sources. 

· Body/Kinesthetic: Students will get to touch, sort and resort the various resources.

· Interpersonal: Students will receive feedback from their peers as they work together to answer questions about the two paintings. 

Engagement (interest hook): 

Whole Group:
Students will sit on the carpet and listen to the read aloud of Dear Tooth Fairy by Pamela Duncan Edwards. They will share personal connections to writing and receiving letters. 
Pre-assessment of prior knowledge: 

5 Small Groups:
The school librarian will place a small bin with an assortment of sources on 5 tables. Students will be asked to sort the media into two categories. Allow students to do a blind sort to see what they come up with.

SL: “Let’s look again at these sources and this time as you sort, I want you to ask the following questions…

WHAT is it?

WHAT is it for?

WHAT does it say? 

WHAT was it used for?        

WHAT does it show?

Sort your books into two categories. One category is for resources that are a personal piece. That means that the person it is about helped make it. The other category will be for resources about a person or event that someone else wrote.”

Allow students time to regroup. Each group will share how they regrouped their resources and why. 
Direct instruction:

“The resources about personal experiences are called primary sources.” We will make a list of all the primary sources we had in our bins. I will also relate back to the letters from the tooth fairy book. “When someone who was not there does research and writes about the topic it’s called a secondary resource.” We will then make a list of the secondary sources in our bins.

I will remind students that in Social Studies they are learning about the Native American Indian tribes that inhabited the region where Captain John Smith explored up the Chesapeake Bay in 1608. In their next media class they will be checking out a variety of sources to create their final artifact project for the time capsule.
“Today you will be studying paintings made by artist John White, who visited the coast of North Carolina in 1585. Mr. White’s paintings are the only known renderings of the indigenous people of the area made by an eyewitness living in the New World. His art work is an example of a primary source.”

“Each of White’s paintings has an additional engraving made five years later by Theodor de Bry. Since Mr. de Bry never set foot in the “New World”, and since the engravings were made in Europe five years after the original events took place, his images are secondary sources.”

“You will be comparing and contrasting these primary and secondary sources to learn basic information about the American Indian tribes that inhabited the Chesapeake region. 

Independent practice:

The students will have five minutes to examine the two images with their group. Students need to decide if each image is a primary or secondary source by answering the following questions on a worksheet.

· Who created the source and why?

· Did the recorder have firsthand knowledge of the event? Or, did the recorder report what others saw and heard?

· Did the recorder produce the source for personal use? For one or more individuals?
· Is this a primary or secondary source? How do you know?

· What facts did this teach you about the American Indian tribes?
When time is up, each group will share their discoveries. 
Sharing and reflecting:

Students will return to the carpet to reflect on their new learning. We will compare and contrast John White’s painting (primary source) to Theodor de Bry’s. 

Discussion Questions:
What new facts did they learn about the American Indian tribes of the region using both sources? 

What were the benefits of having both the primary and secondary images as resources?

Assessment (formative and/or summative): 

Students will come to the front and click the dropdown menu to identify sources as primary or secondary.

Primary and Secondary Sources
http://www.historyonthenet.com/Lessons/sources/primarysecondary.htm

The school librarian will evaluate student understanding further by collecting the exit cards to determine if students need more direct instruction or are ready to move on.
Exit Card:

What do primary and secondary sources have in common? 

What is the difference between the two? 

Evaluation of lesson: 

Was the pacing appropriate for this lesson?

Did students broaden their thinking and understanding regarding the use of primary and secondary sources when doing research?

Was my assessment an appropriate measure of student learning?
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