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Historical Fiction:
Isaacs, Anne. Torn Thread. New York: Scholastic, 2000. 

Twelve-year-old Eva and her sister Rachel are forced into a Nazi labor camp in Poland. They work excruciatingly long hours in the textile factory. Through the hardships of starvation and disease, the girls take care of each other and are able to stay alive by following their father's advice by living one hour at a time. This novel, though it is fiction, is based on the experience of Isaacs' mother-in-law. This book is recommended for grades 6-12.
Williams, Laura E . Behind the bedroom wall. 1st ed. Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 1996. 

Ten-year-old Korinna is placed in a very difficult situation. She is outraged when she learns that her parents are hiding Jews in a secret place behind Korinna's bedroom wall. Now she has to decide if she is going to turn them into her Hitler Youth group or not. Korinna must decide quickly, because her best friend is growing suspicious of what’s going on. This book is recommended for grades 5-8.
Yolen, Jane. The Devil's Arithmetic. New York: Viking Kestrel, 1988.

Twelve-year-old Hannah is the relative of holocaust survivors. One night during a Passover Seder, she is magically transported to Poland in the 1940’s where she is mistaken for Chaya. She is captured and taken to a concentration camp. She befriends a girl name Rivka who helps Hannah hold onto who she really is. This book is recommended for grades 4-8.
Non-Fiction:
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: growing up in Hitler's shadow. New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2005.

This book looks at a generation of young German people who devoted their life to the Hitler Youth propaganda, and those youth who resisted the Nazi movement. In this book, it explains how Hitler gained loyalty, trust and how he was able to brainwash the youth of Germany. There are even interviews with surviving Hitler Youth members in the book. This book is recommended for grades 5-8
Lobel, Anita. No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War. 1st ed. New York: Greenwillow Books, 1998. 
Anita Lobel writes a 1st person memoir of her experiences surviving the Holocaust. She and her little brother were on the run and in hiding from the ages of 5 to 10 before being taken to the concentration camps in Poland. The children survive and are eventually reunited with their parents. Anita spent several years after the war in Sweden. This book is recommended for grades 5-8.
Muchman, Beatrice. Never to be Forgotten: A Young Girl's Holocaust Memoir. New Jersey: KTAV Publishing House, 1997. 

Beatrice Muchman is a Jewish girl living in Germany. Her family fed to Brussel to escape the Nazis. Her parents send her to live with a couple of French women in the countryside. She grew up thinking her parents had abandoned her. After moving to the United States and being adopted by her Aunt and Uncle, she finds an old box of letters and discovers that her parents were killed trying to save her. This book is recommended for adults but could be given to students in excerpts. 
Poetry:
Rochman, Hazel, and Darlene Z. McCampbell. Bearing witness : stories of the Holocaust. New York: Orchard Books, 1995.

This book is a collection of writing about the Holocaust which includes various excerpts from novels, memoirs and interviews. There are also poems that are age appropriate for students in grade 8. The subject matter ranges from living under Nazi laws to living in hiding, to the horror of the concentration camps.
Graphic Novels:
Spiegelman, Art. Maus : a survivor's tale II: and here my troubles began. New York: Pantheon Books, 1991. 

This graphic novel, which is laid out with comic strips, tells the story of Spiegelman’s father, Vladek, a Polish Jew who survived the concentration camps of Nazi Germany. He uses anthropomorphic animals to tell his story. Jews are mice, Poles are pigs, Germans are cats, Americans are dogs and the French are frogs. This graphic novel is 144 pages.

Audiobooks:
Matas, Carol. Daniel's Story. 1st ed. New York: Scholastic, 1993. 
Forteen-year-old Daniel and his family refuse to flee Germany despite experiencing anti-Semitism. When the family finally decides to leave, they have no where to go. They are shuffled among various concentration camps and eventually end up in Auschwitz. Daniel and his father are then sent to Buchenwald. Daniel does survive to see the camp liberated by the Americans. This book is recommended for grades 4-8.

DVD’s:

Life Is Beautiful. Dir. Roberto Benigni. Perf. Roberto Benigni, Nicoletta Braschi. DVD. Miramax, 1998.

A topic that is so horrific is told with some comedy in Life is Beautiful. Guido, a Jew, lives in Italy, he marries his sweetheart and they have a son. His family is taken to the concentration camp and Guido makes up a game to shelter his son from the evils around them and ends up sacrificing himself to save his son. This movie is rated PG-13, however, I do not feel that it is any more graphic then the descriptions in the novels. Plus, 8th graders are between the ages of 13 and 14.
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