Classroom Blogging Lesson Plan 
Grade: Third                                              
Content Topic: Writing

Estimated Lesson Time: 50 minutes 
AASL Standard(s) and Indicator(s): 

Standard 2: Draw Conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situation, and create new knowledge.

2.1 Skills
2.2.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful.

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, and make decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy and technology skills to create products that express new understandings. 

2.4 Self-Assessment Strategies

2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify)

2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding

Library Media Objectives in behavioral terms (local standards): Technology Literacy Standards (MTLSS/ISTE)
Standard 2.0 – Digital Citizenship: Demonstrate an understanding of the history of technology and its impact on society, and practice ethical, legal, and responsible use of technology to assure safety

A. Explain how technology affects people and society

B. Legal and Ethical Issues

Standard 3.0 – Technology for Learning and Collaboration: Use a variety of technologies for learning and collaboration

A. Learning

B. Collaboration

Standard 4.0 – Technology for Communication and Expression: Use technology to communicate information and express ideas using various media formats

A. Communication

B. Expression

Content Standards and Objectives: 

Writes for different purposes using a variety of forms

Quarter 2 and 3

Writing to Inform
· Surveys/selects information to convey the main idea and supporting details

· Organizes information in a logical sequence

· Relates information using known forms (BCR’s)

Materials needed (print/non-print/technology): 

· Powerpoint with BrainPOP and BrainPOP Jr web videos

· Blog

· Classroom text

· Writing prompt

· Student log-in cards

· Blogging handout

· ActiVotes

Provisions for Differentiation and Learning Styles:

· Verbal/Linguistic- Students will listen and orally make connections fist.

· Visual/Spatial- Students will watch as the SL and T model how to use the blog.

· Musical/Rhythmic- The web video uses music and cartoons to teach what blogs are. 

· Body/Kinesthetic- Students will work in partners to type on the computer and respond on the blog. Students will use ActiVotes to answer questions. 
Engagement (interest hook): 

Students will watch the BrainPOP and/or BrainPOP JR web videos to introduce them to their assignment. They will use ActiVotes to show their new learning of student blogging.
Pre-assessment of prior knowledge: 

The day before students will have completed a survey identifying their prior knowledge of web logs.

Direct instruction:

The school librarian will show students step by step how to access their class blog and explain the various features.

Modeling and guided practice:

The classroom teacher will review the book with students. Students will orally respond to a text-to-self connection prompt.
The school librarian will model how to respond using some of the student responses. 
As needed, another post can be modeled having students come up to the interactive whiteboard. 
Independent practice:

Students who have turned in their permission form will be allowed to log into the computers to type their own response to the blog. Students who have not turned in their permission form will be paired with a student who has so they can watch the steps. The teacher and school librarian will walk around providing support where needed.
Sharing and reflecting:

Students will share their thoughts and questions they have after responding on the blog.
Assessment (formative and/or summative): 

During the lesson: The school librarian and teacher will walk around to informally assess which students need more support. 

After the lesson: “How can you safely post to your classroom blog? Why are these things important to remember?”

Exit Pass w/ smiley, neutral or frowny fact to circle: 

I know how to log onto my class blog.

I know how to respond to a question on my class blog.

Evaluation of lesson: 
Was the pacing appropriate for this lesson?

Did students broaden their thinking and understand of the purposes for responding to text?

Was my assessment an appropriate measure of student learning?

Student Assessment:
Exit Card Results

	Question
	# of students who circled the smiley face.
	# of students who circled the neutral face.
	# of students who circled the frowny face.

	I know how to log onto my class blog.
	14
	4
	2

	I know how to respond to a question on my class blog.
	15
	4
	1


Analysis of Results: 


Planning a lesson of this magnitude during my internship was no easy feat. I chose to work with a first year teacher because I remember Kay saying to catch teachers when they are young. Beth was such a pleasure to work with. She is an amazing first year teacher and she is eager to add technology but she hasn’t had the time. I felt that I was able to aid her during a stressful year by frontloading the paperwork to set up the classroom blog. We found time to meet before and after school to work on our objectives and goals. After we had those set we e-mailed the lesson plan back and forth to add in our content standards and ideas. The process of creating the evaluation rubric was very similar. 


The day of the lesson Beth and I met in the morning concerned over the weather. We had planned to use a lot of technology, which included the use of an Internet connection for the blog, and to stream the Brain Pop Jr. video. Our worry was that the storm could knock out the power or Internet connection. We created two back up plans for the two different scenarios we came up with. I had also just learned how to install and use the ActiVotes with Brain Pop. We decided this would be a great addition to the lesson to assess their knowledge of blogs after watching Brain Pop. Adding this differentiated aspect to the lesson would also give her struggling students an opportunity to participate. The ActiVotes, blog and Brain Pop all created meaningful interactive activities which engaged our learners. Thankfully we did not need either of the back up plans and the weather cooperated. 


At the end of the lesson students filled out an exit pass which served as a self-evaluation. After reviewing the results, the majority of the students feel confident accessing and posting to their class blog. The same 4 students who felt unsure of accessing the blog also indicated that they were unsure of how to post. I later checked with Beth and those were the students who had not turned in their permission slips, therefore they had to work with a partner and just watch. When I teach this lesson in the future, I will be sure to send the permission slip home far enough in advanced so that all students would have access to the blog during the lesson. The self-assessment demonstrated the students understanding of accessing and posting to the blog. Beth and I want to give the students time to become comfortable with the blog before using the evaluation tool. We even discussed letting the students evaluate each other’s posts using the rubric so they can determine a quality post. I look forward to checking in with student on the blog to watch their writing progress. 
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